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is the fak province of democracy. I will not, I
refuse absolutely to believe, I dismiss, I abhor the
suggestion that our new Principal is an autocrat.
"Gentlemen, our new Principal, Mr. Edward
Charles. Long may he be among us!
"I move that the Principal be now asked to read
the six-monthly report."
Everybody clapped this sally, except the Acting
Commissioner, who glowered about; and, one by
one, the Moslems, seeing that they were doing the
wrong thing, stopped clapping; but the Hindus
clapped on, an odour of black sweat rising from
thek agitated hands, and the heavy smell of too
many lunches coming with their thick breath into
the close, darkened room.
"Order, please/' said the Acting Commissioner.
"Now, Mr. Charles, will you be kind enough to
read any report you may have prepared, and address
us upon any matter which you consider this body
should deal with?
"I say in advance and without hesitation that you
will have my wholehearted support in any matter of
administration, where, feeling your hands too tied,
you look for more authority.
"We all know well enough that committees don't
get things done. We meet here twice a year to hear
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